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Senate 
The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable 
BARACK OBAMA, a Senator from the 
State of Illinois. 

PRAYER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Today’s 
prayer will be offered by the Reverend 
Dr. J. Layton Mauze, III, of Gastonia, 
NC. 

The guest Chaplain offered the fol-
lowing prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Gracious God, Creator of life and the 

sustainer of all things, including polit-
ical things, we bow before You this day 
in humility and with thankful hearts 
to acknowledge that our lives are a gift 
of Your grace, renewed every morning 
and nurtured every day in Your tender 
care. 

We begin this time together by ac-
knowledging our faith in You and our 
dependence upon You. We begin by say-
ing that our religious faith and com-
mitment do influence our opinions and 
convictions, our daily and political 
life. 

So help us never to let our politics or 
our religion become dirty by default, 
but help us to keep the moral inte-
grally related to the political, and give 
us the wisdom and courage to stand for 
the hard right against the easy wrong. 

Strengthen and encourage each of 
these Senators today, we pray, and 
guide and protect our beloved Nation, 
particularly in these ethically difficult 
times. May justice prevail and leader-
ship based on integrity be the domi-
nant note. 

Keep us all faithful to the opportuni-
ties and challenges this day will bring, 
and make us a blessing to all those our 
lives will touch. 

To that end, grant us that illumina-
tion without which we walk in dark-
ness, that inspiration without which 
we spend our days in mediocrity, and 
that intelligence without which we 
stumble in folly. 

This, our prayer, we offer to You in 
faith, and with thanksgiving in the 
strong Name of our God. Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Honorable BARACK OBAMA led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. BYRD). 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
the following letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 

Washington, DC, February 15, 2007. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable BARACK OBAMA, a 
Senator from the State of Illinois, to per-
form the duties of the Chair. 

ROBERT C. BYRD, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. OBAMA thereupon assumed the 
chair as Acting President pro tempore. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recognized 

f 

SCHEDULE 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, this morn-
ing there will be a brief period of morn-
ing business until 10:20, and then we 
will proceed to executive session to 
consider the nomination of Randy 
Smith, to be a U.S. Circuit Court 
Judge, and Marcia Morales Howard, to 
be a U.S. District Judge. Debate on 

these nominations is limited to a total 
of 10 minutes equally divided and con-
trolled between the chairman and 
ranking member of the Judiciary Com-
mittee. At 10:30, the Senate will pro-
ceed to vote on confirmation of these 
two nominations. 

I would like to indicate to Members 
that a third rollcall vote is likely 
shortly after these votes on the ad-
journment of the Senate, so Members 
should plan on three votes instead of 
two. 

Following these votes there will be 
morning business, with the first hour 
controlled by Senator LEAHY and then 
the Republican leader or his designee 
will control an hour. 

Mr. President, in a short time, we 
will approve the first circuit court 
judge of this Congress. The distin-
guished Republican leader and I have 
had conversations about having as lit-
tle acrimony—in fact, hopefully none— 
on circuit court judges. The last Con-
gress will be noted for a number of 
things and one will be the 
contentiousness of the circuit court 
judges that came before the Senate. I 
have made a commitment to my friend 
from Kentucky that we will move for-
ward on these. We have had conversa-
tions with the President, and he is 
going to do his best to send us circuit 
court judges that are not people who 
cause a lot of heartburn on this side, 
and we think that is totally possible 
and in keeping with the standards 
President Bush wants for these circuit 
court judges. So this is a time when we 
are going to try to work together to 
move forward. 

Randy Smith is the first, and I say to 
everyone, it wasn’t easy to get him 
here. He has been nominated for one 
position and then another position. 
There was a little holdup to begin with, 
but we are beginning to work through 
this, as we wish to do. We have mem-
bers of the Judiciary Committee who 
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